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Response to Public Hearing Comments, Sacramento, March 23, 2004 (Comment PH-S001-027) 

PH-S001-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S001-2 
Acknowledged.  Should the HST project move forward, the 
determination of maintenance facility locations would be part of 
future studies and environmental documentation. 

PH-S001-3 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S001-4 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S002-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S002-2 
Acknowledged. Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-S002-3 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S003-1 
The comments state that the HST… “plan presupposes that the limit 
on city-to-city travel in California is limited by infrastructure.  In 
other words, you can’t build more airports and you can’t really 
expand the airports we have.”  However, the Program EIR/EIS does 
not make this assumption.  To clarify, in order to make a 
comparative analysis, the Program EIR/EIS describes the No Project 
Alternative as a continuation of the existing transportation network, 
along with more congestion and delays, and the Modal Alternative as 

potentially feasible expansions of California’s highways and airports 
to provide added capacity to handle intercity travel comparable to 
that which would be provided by the proposed HST system.  On the 
basis of the systemwide comparison of alternatives, the Authority 
and FRA have identified the HST Alternative as the preferred system 
alternative. 

The Modal Alternative represents a reasonable build alternative to 
the proposed HST system.  In the Modal Alternative hypothetical 
infrastructure improvements were defined to provide an equivalent 
capacity to serve the future intercity demand. The co-lead agencies 
recognize the current trends in the commercial aviation industry and 
have placed the hypothetical aviation infrastructure improvements 
defined in the Modal Alternative at existing airports with strong 
existing and growing regional/intrastate markets and associated 
service.  Because of its central location, the Fresno airport (FAT) was 
considered the appropriate place within the Central Valley to apply 
infrastructure improvements to support increased air travel demand. 

PH-S004-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S005-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown 
Sacramento Station option as the preferred station location for the 
Sacramento HST terminus station. 

PH-S006-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S007-1 
Acknowledged.  Please also see standard response 1.1.33. 
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PH-S007-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1.  The Authority 
has identified the Castle Aviation and Development Center as a 
potential HST station location to serve the Merced area.  Please also 
see standard response 6.19.1.   

PH-S007-3 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-S008-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S008-2 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S008-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Castle Aviation and 
Development Center as a potential HST station location to serve the 
Merced area.  Please also see standard response 6.19.1.  Please see 
standard response 2.35.1 in regards to maintenance facilities. 

PH-S008-4 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S009-1 
The co-lead agencies respectfully disagree with the commenter’s 
contention that the analysis underestimates the level of induced 
growth from the HST Alternative.  The Draft Program EIR/EIS 
reports that the HST Alternative will potentially induce more 
population, employment, and income growth than the other system 
alternatives, particularly in the Central Valley.  While some 
individuals, organizations and jurisdictions may be “expecting a lot of 
growth in the Valley”, the projected rates of growth inducement 
reported in Chapter 5 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS represents the 
effect that a $37 billion HST system constructed over multiple years 

will have in a state that had a year 2003 gross state product of 
$1.45 trillion1.   

Please see standard response 5.2.1 and standard response 5.2.5 for 
further information related to development density assumptions for 
this analysis and the potential for the HST alternative to induce 
ranchette style development.    

The commenter did not provide specific references or citations for 
the conclusions of the U.C. Berkeley researchers, so the co-lead 
agencies are unable to provide a response to the contention that 
these researchers project higher growth in the Central Valley.  
However, the Draft Program EIR/EIS relied, in part, on the CURBA 
model that was developed by UC Berkeley researchers, employed 
base population and employment forecasts developed by the State 
Departments of Finance and Transportation, respectively, and 
employed a standard economic modeling process that considered 
improvements in transportation time, cost and accessibility provided 
by each system alternative. 

The Authority recognizes the strong role that development 
intensification within the station influence area might play in 
maximizing systemwide ridership, supporting locally-adopted land 
use plans, and reducing the extent of potential new urbanization 
consistent with AB 857.  In recognition of this role, the Final 
Program EIR/EIS states that as the project proceeds to more 
detailed study, local government would be expected to provide 
(through planning and zoning) for transit-oriented development 
around HST station locations … if they are to have a HST station 
(Summary {Section S.7} and Chapter 6A).  Please also see standard 
response 2.1.12. 

PH-S010-1 
Acknowledged. 

                                                 
1 Source:  United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic 
Analysis.  http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/newsrel/GSPNewsRelease.htm 
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PH-S011-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1, regarding the Altamont Pass, 
standard response 2.16.1 regarding reaching Sacramento.  Please 
see Chapter 5 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS regarding the potential 
growth related impacts of HST service. 

PH-S011-2 
At the programmatic level of environmental review the analysis is 
focused on identifying and highlighting areas of potential impact to 
be avoided and/or considered further during subsequent project 
level environmental review.  If this proposed project is carried to a 
project level of environmental review, preliminary engineering will be 
conducted allowing for a greater precision in the location of the 
proposed HST facilities and their associated configuration/design.  
The project level analysis will provide a more detailed analysis of 
potential direct and indirect affects, based on specific design 
attributes.  The detail of engineering associated with the project 
level environmental analysis will allow the Authority to further 
investigate ways to avoid, minimize and mitigate potential impacts.   

In the Final Program EIR/EIS, each environmental area (sections of 
Chapter 3) has been modified to include mitigation strategies that 
would be applied in general for the HST system.  Each section of 
Chapter 3 also outlines specific design features that will be applied to 
the implementation of the HST system to avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate potential impacts.  Only after the alignment is refined and 
the facilities are fully defined through project level analysis, and 
avoidance and minimization efforts have been exhausted, will 
specific impacts and mitigation measures be addressed. 

PH-S012-1 
Acknowledged.  The HST system is proposed primarily to serve 
intercity trips rather than local commuter trips.  The HST system is 
forcast to carry 42-68 million passengers annually by 2020, generate 
an operational surplus, and have benefits which considerably exceed 
the costs of the system.   

PH-S012-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S012-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Castle Aviation and 
Development Center as a potential HST station location to serve the 
Merced area.  Please also see standard response 6.19.1. 

PH-S012-4 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-S013-1 and PH-S013-2 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S014-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S014-2 
As you have noted, the Draft Program EIR/EIS identifies a potential 
location of a fleet storage/service and inspection/light maintenance 
facility in Merced.  It also identifies sites in Los Angeles and 
Bakersfield as potential locations for a main repair and heavy 
maintenance facility in order to assess the potential environmental 
impacts and costs. The Draft Program EIR/EIS also states “Main 
repair and heavy maintenance facilities are generally located near 
the main trunk line of the system (Los Angeles to Merced), where 
the majority of trains would pass on a daily basis” (page 2-95).  
Further consideration of main repair and heavy maintenance 
locations in subsequent project-specific studies would include the full 
range of potential locations (Los Angeles to Merced), based on the 
operational needs of the system to be implemented, including both 
light and heavy maintenance.  

The placement of storage and maintenance facilities to serve the San 
Francisco Peninsula alignment option would also be studied more 
extensively in project-level environmental review.  The site-specific 
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evaluation of potential locations for a storage and maintenance 
facility along this alignment option would consider the physical 
impacts of the highly constrained land uses along the Peninsula as 
compared to the operating impacts of increased distance to the 
potential sites in the Central Valley. 

PH-S014-3 
Please see standard response 6.3.1.  The Pacheco Pass alignment 
option does pass through the vicinity of the San Joaquin Valley 
National Cemetery.  The Authority will continue efforts to avoid this 
cemetery and associated impacts as this alignment option is 
considered in subsequent studies.   

PH-S014-4 
Please refer to Response 2.18.1. 

PH-S015-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S016-1 
Please see standard response 2.25.1. 

PH-S017-1 
Please refer to standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-S017-2 
Acknowledged.  Please refer to standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S017-3 
Please refer to standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-S018-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-S019-1 
Please see standard response 2.8.2.   

PH-S020-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. The primary purpose of the 
proposed HST system is to serve intercity travel demand, but it 
would be coordinated with local transit services and may serve some 
longer-distance commuter travel demand in certain areas. 

PH-S021-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-S022-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 

PH-S023-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-S024-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 

PH-S025-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 

PH-S026-1 
Please see standard response 2.36.1. 

PH-S026-2 
The width of corridor defined for the HST system is based on 
accommodating a dual-track HST system, which has sufficient 
capacity to accommodate the intercity ridership forecasts for even 
beyond 2040 (see page 3.2-34, Section 3.2.3 under “Sustainable 
Capacity” of the Draft Program EIR/EIS).  Right-of-way is a primary 
physical constraint for the system.  In many corridors throughout the 
state acquiring wide right-of-way for a new or even an expanded 
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existing transportation corridor would be so expensive and/or require 
such difficult construction as to not be considered feasible due to 
existing development or other physical features.  The Program 
EIR/EIS defines several HST alignment options that are only viable if 
they fit within existing transportation corridors to minimize extensive 
environmental impact and cost.  The Authority has sought to develop 
alternatives that minimize property needs by utilizing existing 
transportation corridors.  Doubling the amount of right-of-way 
needed would result in greatly increased environmental impacts and 
very large cost increases. 

The Draft EIR/EIS analyzes the electric power for the proposed HST 
system as coming from the state’s power grid, which receives power 
from numerous sources and thus provides flexibility.  Creating a 
separate electricity source for the HST or a different form of 
acquisition (e.g., negotiated as a large customer) could be 
considered in the future with additional analysis, if the proposed HST 
system moves forward. 

PH-S026-3 
While it is very important that the HST services be separated from 
standard U.S. freight rail operations, it has not been assumed that 
this would result in the removal of conventional passenger trains 
“from being interspersed with freight trains.”  The state-supported 
conventional rail services operated by Amtrak could act as feeder 
services to the statewide HST system and would continue to remain 
an important part of the State’s transportation system. 

PH-S026-4 
The creation of “multi-modal transportation complexes” is supported 
by the program purpose.  Connectivity and accessibility were key 
factors in identifying station options and in determining preferred 
station locations (which include the downtown Sacramento multi-
modal station).  The concept of allowing “an accounting firm to 
partition the fares of a person by mileage” is beyond the scope of 
this program-level environmental process.  If the HST project moves 

forward, issues like this relating to ticketing would be addressed in 
future studies.   

PH-S027-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S027-2 
Acknowledged. 
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Comment Letter PH-S028 
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Response to, Carol Tomlinson-Keasey, University of California, Merced, March 22, 2004 (Letter PH-S028) 

PH-S028-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S028-2 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-S028-3 
Please see standard response 6.19.1. 

PH-S028-4 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S029 
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Response to Benjamin Duran, President, Merced Community College, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S029) 

PH-S029-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S029-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.19.1. 

PH-S029-3 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S030 
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Response to Comments of Tim Cremins, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S030) 

PH-S030-1 
Acknowledged. 
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Comment Letter PH-S031 
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Comment Letter PH-S031 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Kenneth R. Champion, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S031) 

PH-S031-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see response 6.3.1 in regards to the 
mountain crossing between the Bay Area and the Central Valley.  
Alignments parallel but east of SR-99 were considered but eliminated 
from further evaluation during screening, please see Section 2.6.9 of 
the Program EIR/EIS.  Please see standard response 2.36.1 in 
regards to an alignment through the El Cajon Pass.  The co-lead 
agencies are unaware of any feasible HST alignment options 
“southwest around the Tehachapi Mountain Range and through the 
San Fernando Valley into Los Angeles”. 
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Comment Letter PH-S032 
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Comment Letter PH-S032 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Al Bulf (ENR Newspaper Article) March 15, 2004 (Letter PH-S032) 

PH-S032-1 
Acknowledged.
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Comment Letter PH-S033 
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Response to Comments of Patti Heberling, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S033) 

PH-S033-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S034 
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Response to Comments of Patti Heberling, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S034) 

PH-S034-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S035 
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Response to Comments of Dave Heberling, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S035) 

PH-S035-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S036 
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Response to Comments of Shirley Bowers, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S036) 

PH-S036-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S037 
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Response to Comments of Terry Stark, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S037) 

PH-S037-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S038 
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Response to Comments of Ted Hogan, President, Yosemite Valley Railroad Co., March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S038) 

PH-S038-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Castle Airport, 
Aviation and Development as a potential station site for an HST 
station serving Merced.  Please also see standard response 6.19.1.  
It is among the objectives of the proposed HST system to integrate 
with transit services and other transportation modes, one of which 
could be the Yosemite Valley Railroad service in the future. 

PH-S038-2 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-S038-3 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S039  
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Comment Letter PH-S039 Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-S039 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Dr. Lee Boese, Jr., Chairman, Merced County High-Speed Rail Committee, March 23, 2004 
(Letter PH-S039) 

PH-S039-1, -2, -3, -4, and -5 
Please see public hearing comment PH-S008. 

PH-S039-6 
Acknowledged. 

 

 

 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page 7-98

 

Comment Letter PH-S040 
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Response to Comments of Mr. Guerpette, Central Valley Rails to Trails Foundation, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S040)

PH-S040-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S041 
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Response to Comments of Congressman Dennis Cardoza, Congress of the United States, House of Representatives, 
18th Congressional District, California, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S041) 

PH-S041-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S041-2 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-S041-3 
Acknowledged. 
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Comment Letter PH-S042 
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Response to Comments of Larry Miller, San Joaquin Valley Rail Committee, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S042) 

PH-S042-1 
Please see response to Comment PH-S003-1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S043 
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Response to Comments of Sarah Johnson, SACTAQC, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S043) 

PH-S043-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-S043-2 
Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S044 
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Response to Comments of Richard, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S044) 

PH-S044-1 
Please see standard response 10.1.7. 
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Comment Letter PH-S045 
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Response to Comments of Ken Champion, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S045) 

PH-S045-1 
Please see standard response 2.8.1.  The co-lead agencies also 
concur that the HST system would help reduce future energy 
consumption. 
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Comment Letter PH-S046 
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Response to Comments of Alfred P. Balf, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S046) 

PH-S046-1 
Acknowledged.  Please also see standard response 3.5.3. 
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Comment Letter PH-S047 
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Response to Comments of, Lee Boese, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S047) 

PH-S047-1 
No response needed. 
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Comment Letter PH-S048 
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Response to Comments of, Paul Dorn, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S048) 

PH-S048-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-S049 
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Response to Comments of, Sherri Orland, Central Valley Rails to Trails, March 23, 2004 (Letter PH-S049) 

PH-S049-1 
Please see standard response 6.12.1. 
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